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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to Mr P Renk. 
Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


Untitled Photograph Number Ten is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to Mr P Renk. 

Untitled Photograph Number Ten depicts a wide shot of two naked female children 
both of whom are pre-pubertal. One appears to be aged around eight to ten years and 
the other around nine to twelve years. They are seated on a bed in a caravan with the 
curtains drawn over the windows. The girls are both in virtually identical poses, seated 
on the edge of the divan reclining back supported by their arms and with their heads 
both tilted to the same side. Both girls appear relaxed and smiling. 

The younger of the two girls has her legs crossed just below her knees so that only the 
top of the labial cleft of her genitals is visible. The older of the two girls has her legs 
crossed at the level of her lower calves so that the labial cleft of her genitals is clearly 
visible. While the photograph deals with child nudity, on its own it provides a limited 
context to determine whether or not the nudity of children is being exploited. In 
restricting the photograph to the owner, weighting is given to the owner’s submission 
that he is a lifelong nudist/naturist and that this and the thirteen other photographs 
submitted collectively constitute personal mementos of a party. Without the owner’s 
personal context the photographs could be given a sexual reading, based upon the 
nudity of the children and young persons, the depiction of their genitals, and the fact 
that many of the photographs depict a naked man in physical contact with them. 

The rights and freedoms outlined in s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
have been balanced against criteria contained in the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993. It is a reasonable limit of s14 to restrict the publication to the 
owner, given that without his personal context the photograph is open to being given a 
sexual reading, making its widespread availability likely to be injurious to the public 
good. 
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